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March 2021

Hello SnoPALS

It is that time of year when we must close our trails
and say ITS OVER for another year. It was a short
season this year. Environment Canada advised that
this winter saw the 5™ lowest amount of
precipitation in 145 years.

| have to send out a big THANK YOU to our
GROOMER OPERATORS who took the little amount
of snow that MOTHER NATURE gave us and turned
it into some great trails.

GROOMING trails is an art. First you must fill in
the holes and ruts left from the summer season
with snow and pack a base. At a minimum the
base should be at least 6 inches of solid packed
snow. Then the operator uses the blades on the
drag to work the snow above the base and lay it
down in a smooth ribbon of white to “set up” over
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night so that the following day the trails are table
top flat and smooth.

With the added trail pressures of the spring
summer and fall usage many of our trails have
multiple foot deep ruts that must be filled and this
was a significant challenge this year will little snow.
BUT the OPERATORS worked hard and gave us
decent trails to ride on.

THANK YOU to this
season’s OPERATORs

Wally Dave Dennis
John K Ray Don
Herman Dwaine Dave L

You worked some long hours and gave our CLUB
some great trails!

The warm weather caused our Executive to make
the decision on March 3™ that we must close our
trails. When we can no longer groom and attest
that our trails are SAFE, we have no choice but to
close them down. Riding still takes place but it is
at the riders’ risk as the rocks and other hazards
are coming up through the thin base.
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We are still taking donations toward the
construction project until March 31t 2021. The
donation form is attached. All donations made for
the Kings Kookout shelter through the Lac du
Bonnet Charitable Foundation will receive a tax
receipt for income tax deductions. All donations
over $100 will be recognized on our DONOR wall
that will be featured in KINGS KOOKOUT.

We have been working hard on the construction of
KINGS KOOKOUT 2.0 this season.

Our construction volunteers have been able to
finish the outside of the shelter so that it is
protected from the summer weather. There will
be some work to do next fall to finish the interior
before the riding season starts.

EASTMAN SNOPALS Inc.

Snowmobile Shelter
Development Project  eastwan snopats

The Eastman SnoPals Inc. have been grooming trails and maintaining shelters in the region since 1996.

We groom in excess of 325 km of trails weekly throughout the snowmobile seasan which attracts riders from
all over the province to spend a day or weekend riding

It is estimated that the economic spin off in the province of Manitoba is $300 million anaually. It is not
difficult to see the local spin off when you drive around Lac du Bonnet, Pinawa, Whitemouth, Elma or Seven
Sisters on a winter weekend and see the parking lots full of snowmobiles with their riders in the restaurants,
service stations and stores. A trail counter indicates that on average this winter, 1000 snowmobiles travelled
between Lac du Bonnet and the Pinawa Channel each week

The SnoPals maintain 5 shelters throughout the region.
« Kings Kookout on trail 768 between Lac du Bonnet and Pinawa
= 3s Company Hut on trail 21 north of Elma
« Ridge Riders on trail 62 south of Malsan
* Halfway Hut on trail 760 south west of Lac du Bonnet
= Agassiz Hut on trail 763 south of Milner Ridge
All of our shelters are in excess of 20 years old and are showing their age.
As part of our Club’s Strategic Planning, it is now time to start to develop a program to replace our shelter
at KINGS KOOKOUT.
The replacement of this shelter in its remate location and constructed in the winter is @ monumental task
for a volunteer-based club.
We have not finalized our design yet, but we envision that a replacement shelter would be a 24'x 24'

(576 sq ft) building with covered deck,
with insulated flaor, walls and ceiling -

The structure would have solar lighting,
a woodstove and would be set up with
a large seating area, storage cabinets,
counter space, tables and chairs.

Our Shelter Development Pragram will
be accomplished with a combination of

H volunteer sweat equity by club T

If you are brave enough to get into KINGS through e, s o reosion. [ :-
from our operating budget with

additional financial contributions from |

the sSwamps with an ATV, | ask you to respect our Mkl geb e R,
building and be mindful that it is still a construction o

site with trip hazards. There is no working stove in

the building yet and any outdoor bonfires should

be contained on granite outcroppings and not near Legacy Program
the bush or building.

DRAFT DESIGN

This is 2 LEGACY PROGRAM where your suppart provided to the SnoPals will be showcased on plaques
within the new shelter forever and will be listed on our website.

upport will be in levels based on contribution:
. . . ’ PLATINUM :onlr.\'lwt_'\ar\ $2000+
You are also reminded that ALL open fires require a RANG otk - )51008 3009
SILVER contribution $250 - 5499

permit from Conservation from April 15t to BRONZE conrhution 100 $249

Contributions would be considered in cash or the value of donated construction materials or equipment

N Ove m be r 1 5th We believe that this will be a multi-year prs
. reason we are not able to proceed with thi

If yau are interested ta participate in this Legacy Program,

you are encouraged to CONTact me at any time ta discuss your
donation or you may make 2 donation by mail on the form below.

We also advise that our site is protected with Regars

Jahn Fleming,

security camera(s) with motion detection that
Eas«.n“an::;:;r@.uﬁe.ﬁ.;ﬁfa DRAFT DESIGN.

immediately sends a color photo to our club via Gow 520kt
cellular data transmission. So remember to SMILE!

for our club and our commitment to you is that for some
project by 2022 we would refund your donation in full

Security P
Cameras In Use
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I(in ls ““unum I would like ta donate at the following level:
“ O Platinum $2,000 +

Shelter Project

Eastman SnoPals Inc
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| would like to make a donation to the
KINGS KOOKOUT SHELTER PROJECT
NAME

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

O Diamond $1,000- $1999
[ Gold $500- $999 ——
I Silver $250 - $499

[ Bronze $100- $249 T

Please make
all cheques
———— payableto:
Eastman SnoPals Inc.
KINGS Legacy Project
PO.Box 1167
Lac du Bennet, MB
- ROE 10
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Late this season we launched our TRAIL GUARDIAN
program where Club members volunteer to assist with a
specific section of trail.

The TRAIL GUARDIANS will assist with the following
tasks in support of our trail system:

-pre-season cutting and removal of dangerous trees and
brush

-pre-season packing of the swamps, bogs and creeks to
drive the frost down to build a solid frozen base for our
groomers

-pre-season placement of “seasonal’ signs and audit of
our permanent sign placement

-during the season ride the trails and report any hazards
or incidents

-post season removal of “seasonal” signs.

This season we have also created our SHELTER HOST
program where an individual or group can become a
HOST at one of our 5 shelters. Hosts will visit the
shelter throughout the season to ensure that the
building and equipment are in good shape and well
stocked.

If you or your family would like to participate in our
TRAIL GUARDIAN program or SHELTER HOST please
send us at email at info@eastmansnopals.ca
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Even though the riding season is over our Club remains
very active with trail and equipment maintenance and
your support in the way of club membership is
appreciated and the membership funds go to support
the cost of maintaining our equipment and 5 shelters. If
you have not had a chance to renew your CLUB
MEMBERSHIP for 2021 you can do it on line at
EASTMANSNOPALS.CA or by contacting our
membership director through info@eastmansnopals.ca

EASTMAN SNOPALS
Welbcome to. Our Workd
Thank you for
supporting the
Eastman
SnoPALS !!

Best regards

John Fleming

President - Eastman SnoPALS Inc.
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